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Minutes of Central Lancashire Strategic Planning Joint Advisory 

Committee 
 
Meeting date Tuesday, 20 June 2023 
 
Committee  
Members present: 

Councillors James Flannery, Alistair Bradley, Javid Iqbal, 
Alistair Morwood, Craige Southern, Elaine Stringfellow, 
Caleb Tomlinson and County Councillor Alan Cullens 
 

  
Committee 
Members present  
virtually  
(non-voting): 

County Councillor Sue Whittam  
 

  
Observers 
present: 

Councillors Terry Howarth and Kath Unsworth (attended 
virtually) 

  
Officers: Chris Hayward (Director of Development and Housing),Zoe 

Whiteside (Head of Spatial Planning), Elizabeth Hindle 
(Head of Planning and Enforcement), Marcus Hudson 
(Acting Head of Planning and Environment (Planning and 
Transport)), Katherine Greenwood (Principal Planning 
Officer), Carolyn Williams (Planning Policy Manager), 
Emma Price (Planning Policy Assistant Officer) and Ben 
Storey (Democratic and Member Services Officer) 
 

  
Apologies: Councillor David Borrow and County Councillor 

Michael Green  
 
A video recording of the public session of this meeting is available to view on YouTube 
here  
 

1 Appointment of Chair for the Meeting 
 
It was proposed that Councillor James Flannery be appointed as Chair for the meeting 
and was subsequently agreed unanimously by the Committee. 
 

2 Welcome by Chair and Introductions 
 
The Chair welcomed attendees to the meeting, advised members that the meeting 
was being streamed on YouTube and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kd0WlD30aLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kd0WlD30aLY
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3 Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies for absence had been received from: 

         Councillor David Borrow – substituted by Councillor Javid Iqbal  

         County Councillor Michael Green.  

 
4 Declarations of Interest 

 
None declared. 
 

5 Minutes of meeting Monday, 27 March 2023 of Central Lancashire Strategic 
Planning Joint Advisory Committee 
 

Resolved: (Unanimously) 
  

That the minutes of the last meeting be agreed as an accurate record. 
 

6 Preferred Options Part One Consultation Outcome 
 
The Local Plan Director/Head of Spatial Planning presented a verbal update on the 
work carried out by officers following the Preferred Options consultation earlier in the 
year with much of the work centred around collating and categorising the responses. 
Despite efforts to encourage responses to be submitted digitally via the online survey, 
a significant number of written responses had been received which required important 
and analysing. The detailed categorisation will enable a library of all consultations to 
be provided to the Planning Inspectorate when the draft plan is submitted. 
  
The Home teams were now reviewing the sites that had been submitted, including any 
new sites identified following the fourth call for sites period and were responding to 
queries raised through the process by interested parties. 
  
The result of this analysis work will be an outcomes report which will be presented at 
the next meeting of the Central Lancashire Strategic Planning Joint Advisory 
Committee. 
  
A query was raised if the Council’s had any incentives for developers to regenerate 
and bring back into use brownfield sites. In response, prioritisation of brownfield sites 
would be incorporated as part of the new Local Plan and could be strengthened further 
with a specific policy. It was noted that sites had been requested on four occasions 
with many brownfield sites included in the total number of sites going forward, 
however the viability of these sites for developers had been an issue. Grant funding to 
support re-development of brownfield sites in other areas of the North West was 
raised – the availability of similar schemes in Lancashire would be investigated. 
 

7 Technical Consultation on the Environment Outcomes Report 
 
The Planning Policy Manager presented the report and outlined the ambitions of the 
government to introduce a new simpler system under part 6 of the Levelling Up and 
Regeneration Bill. Further regulations are expected to follow, including specific details, 
once the Bill gains royal assent. 
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The key aims of the new system is to improve the framework after leaving the EU 
system and to standardise the approach, allowing for less duplication across different 
systems. 
  
Access to data was also a driver for the changes, improving access for councils and 
other data holders to support future assessments. 
  
In response to a query raised over the dumping of sewage into rivers and seas, it was 
confirmed that a process of avoidance, mitigation and compensation is in place where 
issues occur. If work undertaken as part of a new development causes blockages or 
other issues, then it would be the responsibility of the developer to resolve. 
 

8 Technical Consultation on the Infrastructure Levy 
 
The Principal Planning Officer presented the report outlining the proposed changes 
from the current system of Section 106 obligations and community infrastructure levy 
(CIL) to a mandatory levy to be charged on the final value of the completed 
development. 
  
Further detail was expected from the government on the proposals but the key points 
around securing developer contributions and how it would operate were highlighted 
within the report. 
  
Included in the proposals were changes to how the proportion of affordable housing 
required for each developments would be calculated, with the number required to be 
proportionate to the level of the levy rather than a set percentage of all houses on the 
development site. 
  
The proposals were not expected to be implemented until 2030 with a number of 
authorities undertaking trial periods prior to this. 
  
Concerns were raised whether the proposals would be able to achieve the 
governments aims and the role of the county and borough councils in the delivery 
strategy.  
 

9 Dates of Future Meetings 
 
The dates of the remaining Central Lancashire Strategic Planning Joint Advisory 
Committee meetings for the 2023/2024 year were noted, with the next meeting being 
hosted by Preston on Tuesday 3 October 2023. 
 

10 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
Resolved (Unanimously) 
  
That the public be excluded from this meeting during consideration of the following 
items of business on the grounds that there is likely to be disclosure of exempt 
information which is described in the paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 
Government Act 1972 which are specified against the heading to each item, and that 
in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing it. 
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11 Public Health Hot Food Takeaway Policy Recommendations 
 
The Chair welcomed Dr Sakthi Karunanithi, Director of Public Health at Lancashire 
County Council and colleagues from the Public Health and Wellbeing team to the 
meeting. 
  
The Director of Public Health presented an update on the impact of hot food 
takeaways on public health and proposed a number of policy suggestions to consider 
as part of the emerging Central Lancashire Local Plan. 
 

12 Transport Update 
 
The Committee were provided an update from the Local Plan Director/Head of Spatial 
Planning on recent transport modelling and assessments commissioned by 
Lancashire County Council to support the emerging Local Plan and the Central 
Lancashire Highways and Transport Masterplan. 
 

13 Local Plan Update 
 
The Local Plan Director/Head of Spatial Planning provided an update on the progress 
of the emerging Central Lancashire Local Plan, including the current work the team 
are on with, timescales and recruitment to key posts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair Date  
 


